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1803 LUNSFORD PITTS YANDELL, SR. 1878 


It becomes our sad duty to record the 
death of Dr. L. P. Yandell, sr. Known as 
he was personally to many of our readers, 
and by reputation to all, they will receive 
the announcement sorrowfully. 

Dr. Yandell died upon the morning of 
February 4th, after a short illness with pneu- 
monia. He was born July 4, 1803, and was 
consequently in his seventy-fifth year when 
he died. He was a native of Tennessee, born 
near Hartsville, Sumner County. He was the 
son of Dr. Wilson Yandell,a native of North 
Carolina and an eminent practitioner in his 
day. Dr. Yandell attended his first course 
of lectures in the Transylvania University 
at Lexington, his second course in the Uni- 
versity of Maryland at Baltimore, where he 
graduated in 1825. In 1831 he was called 
to the chair of Chemistry in the Transyl- 
vania College, which position he held for 
six years, when (1837) he came to Louisville 
and assisted in the organization of the Med- 
ical Institute, which subsequently became 
the medical department of the University of 
Louisville. He filled at different times in 
this institution the chairs of Chemistry, Ma- 
teria Medica, and Physiology. Associated 
with him in the faculty of the University 
were Caldwell, Miller, Drake, Gross, Austin 
Flint, J. B. Flint, Cobb, Bartlett, and other 
celebrities in American medicine. He con- 
tinued in the University until 1858, when he 
removed to Memphis, Tenn., and for a year 
or so was professor of practice in a medical 
school which was attempted there. Dur- 
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ing the war he was for awhile in the hospital 
service of the Confederacy. In 1862 he was 
licensed to preach by the Memphis Presby- 
tery, and for awhile was pastor of a church 
in Dyceton, Tenn. Returning to Louisville 
after the war, he has resided here ever since. 

Dr. Yandell was an author of great rep- 
utation. He edited the Transylvania Jour- 
nal of Medicine at Lexington, and afterward 
the Western Journal of Medicine at Louis- 
ville. He took quite an active part in the 
conduct of the American Practitioner, and 
was a frequent contributor to the columns 
of this journal. He was an ardent student 
in geology, paleontology, and natural his- 
tory, and prepared many valuable papers on 
these subjects. He was an indefatigable 
collector of specimens, and amassed a cabi- 
net of rare value. His literary tastes were 
of the highest order, and his memoirs of 
medical and scientific men, of which he 
prepared a great number, were striking ex- 
amples of taste and beauty. 

He prepared the paper on the “ History 
of American Literature’’ for the Interna- 
tional Congress. The last two years of his 
life were chiefly busied with a “ History of 
Kentucky Medicine,’’ which he had com- 
pleted, with the exception of one or two 
sketches which he had wished to add, a few 
weeks before his death. His last contribu- 
tion to the literature of his profession was 
a paper on “The Diseases of Old Age,’’ 
which will appear in a forthcoming number 
of the American Practitioner. 

He was president of the College of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons in 1872; of the Acad- 
emy of Medicine in 1875; and at the time 
of his death was president of the Kentucky 
State Medical Society. 
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Dr. Yandell was twice married ; first to 
Miss Wendell, by whom he had four chil- 
dren, who survive him — David, Lunsford, 
William, and Sarah, the widow of Isham 
Henderson, Esq. His second wife was Miss 
Bland, by whom he had no issue. 

Until he was taken sick with his last ill- 
ness he was remarkable for the vigor of his 
health—showing no signs of the advanced 
age to which he had lived. His step re- 
tained its steadiness, his mind its full ac- 
tivity, and his disposition the cheerfulness 
which had always been characteristic of 
him. 

The announcement of his death made a 
profound impression upon the community. 
The various medical bodies of which he had 
been a member, and the profession at large 
in the city, met in full numbers to pay 
respect to his memory. His obsequies were 
attended by immense crowds of his per- 
sonal friends and admirers, and numerous 
telegrams from physicians all over the coun- 
try testified to the estimation in which he 
was held away from home. 


On other occasions this and various pens 
will record the virtues of the illustrious 
dead; but the journalist may linger here a 
moment to pay the homage, which now forces 
itself upon him, to the spirit which burned 
so brightly to its socket. 

He sees before him one who, though full 
of years, did not grow old, asking no odds 
of youth in physical or mental labor; who, 
while preserving the dignity of his age, in- 
vited the confidence and delighted in the 
society of the young, overflowing with ten- 
derness for children; who was physically and 
morally brave; who, while he sought no 
quarrel, was one of the readiest controversial- 
ists in America; and being in it, as Polonius 
advised, made his adversary feel that he 
had indeed a quarrel upon his hands; who, 
after the conflict was over, bore no malice, 
but was ever ready to repair the damage his 
blows may have inflicted. 

He sees one devotedly loyal to those he 
loved; and if fault was imputed to him, it 


was for the fidelity of his service in their 
behalf. A gentleman born, a worshiper of 
womanhood, of knightly courtesy to his 
equals, of never- forgetful consideration to 
his inferiors, of Spartan simplicity in his 
habits, frugal in all things save books, with- 
out a single sordid thought—for money was 
the last thing to enter his mind. 

He sees one of an industry whose holiday 
was in work; who, endowed by nature with 
powerful intellect, had cultivated it to the 
highest degree of refinement; an accom- 
plished classical scholar, deeply read in 
English literature, keenly appreciative of 
poetry, an ardent student of the physical 
and medical sciences of his day, and himself 
a writer of exquisite taste and sturdy force; 
one, too, who, while he was pleased with ap- 
probation of his work, was wholly free from 
the petty vanities of authorship. 

He sees one of deep religious feeling, 
firmly believing in the immortality to be, 
striving to the utmost to be ready for its 
coming, illustrating his faith with quiet and 
constant charity; one whose whole life was 
passed in upholding by precept and example 
the dignity and usefulness of medicine; and 
now that the giant has fallen, he knows not 
indeed who will lift the sword and buckler 
with which he was girt. R. O. C. 





ACTION OF UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE ON 
THE DEATH OF DR. L. P. YANDELL, SR. 


At a meeting of the faculty of the medical 
department of the University of Louisville, 
held February 4, 1878, Prof. Cowling was 
appointed a committee to draft a preamble 
and resolutions upon the death of Dr. Luns- 
ford P. Yandell, sr. The following were 
reported and adopted: 


“Forty-one years ago the medical department of 
the University of Transylvania was in the zenith of 
its fame. West of the Alleghenies there was no rival 
which seriously divided its empire. The flower of 
the South and West formed its classes; its faculty was 
made from the acknowledged talent of the country; 
it had been planted in Lexington amidst the culture 
and wealth of the state. Dr. Lunsford P. Yandell, 
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sr., was the occupant of one of its chairs. Called to 
take his place among the celebrities of his profession 
at an age when many in the classes which listened to 
him were by years his senior, he occupied his posi- 
tion with eminent ability. It would have seemed 
that to one of ordinary mold there was enough to 
satisfy ambition; but Dr. Yandell was not of ordinary 
mold. His wise foresight saw that the empire of Lex- 
ington must depart, and that the great schools of the 
Mississippi Valley drawing their support from along 
the lines of commerce must be reared in the great 
cities of the South; and when there came to him the 
intelligence that a few active men were endeavoring 
to establish a medical school in Louisville, and de- 
sired him to help them as one who, in their own 
words, “could breast the storm and ride the whirl- 
wind,” without a moment’s hesitation he gave up a 
seemingly magnificent certainty and linked his fate 
with the infant school in this city. Although the pro- 
ject of this school may have been conceived by others, 
no one among his illustrious compeers could more than 
he lay claim to its creation. Young, ardent, ambi- 
tious, he it was who breathed life into the enter- 
prise. His was the hopeful heart which could en- 
tertain no thoughts of failure, the intrepid spirit 
which backed at no danger, the clear head whose 
wise counsels guided to success, the cheery soul 
which infused enthusiasm in those around him 
when enthusiasm was that upon which the school 
had most to live. And this child of his he loved 
with unswerving devotion to this day of his death. 
Was it assailed by enemies—what tongue or pen 
could stand against his in its defense? Did it grow 
in reputation as a seat of medical learning—whose, 
among the great names which have adorned the rolls 
of its faculty, stood higher than his? Caldwell, 
Drake, Gross, Cobb, the Flints, Rogers, Miller, Pow- 
ell, Bayless, Palmer, grandly as they stand in the 
history of American medicine, were but the worthy 
compeers of him whom we are called upon this day 
to mourn. A writer not excelled in the ranks of 
American medi¢al authorship, graceful, fluent, bold, 
interesting, and with a poetic fervor which four and 
seventy years could not quench; a speaker with ora- 
tory Ciceronian in its purity ever at his command; a 
teacher to whose excellence five thousand men, who 
had formed his classes, paid the deepest homage of 
respect. The thought of his life was the University 
of Louisville. It did not cease when his immediate 
connection with it was severed. It has been twenty 
years since he was in its faculty, yet never did his 
prayers for its welfare fail to find daily utterance, and 
never, even amidst its darkest hours, did his faith in 
its destiny falter. Because he had left it he did not 
feel, as smaller natures might have done, that its use- 
fulness would suffer, but his great and generous soul 
was anxious to believe, and he was always free to 


express the belief, that his successors were competent 
to carry on the work. Though he was a patriarch in 
years, he never grew old in feeling, and, remember- 
ing the powers of his youth, was never tinctured with 
an old man’s foible of distrusting men because they 
lacked in years. 

“ His counsel, though never pushed upon us, was 
always sought in times of difficulty, and when he 
died this morning the faculty of the University lost 
its best and wisest friend. 

“ The last of the noble band which founded the 
University is dead. We therefore 

* Resolve, That in the death of Lunsford Pitts 
Yandell, sr., the University of Louisville has lost a 
father and best of friends. 

«That there is no page in its history more illustri- 
ous than that which was inscribed by him. 

“ That the grand example of his learning, his wis- 
dom, his faith, his generous devotion, is a precious 
legacy to us and our successors, 

“That we tender to his family, and especially to 
his two sons, who are our respected colleagues, our 
deep sympathy in their sorrow. 

«That with that greater family which counts itself 
by thousands—the practitioners of medicine scattered 
throughout the country, who looked up to him as 
their father in the art—we share their deep regret 
at his loss. 

“ That the pillars of the University which he helped 
so much to rear, its gateway through which so many 
have by reason of his fame been induced to pass, the 
laboratory in which his useful work was wrought, 
and the lecture-halls which resounded with the elo- 
quence of those lips which are now closed, be draped 
with the insignia of our mourning. 

“ That his student and life-long friend, our vener- 
able and learned colleague, Prof. Theodore S. Bell, 
be requested to pronounce an oration, at our coming 
commencement, over the illustrious dead. 

“That annually there be a medal struck to bear 
his name, which shall be given to a member of the 
University class as a prize for superior scholarship 
and worthiness in medicine. 

‘That the exercises of the University be suspended 
until the day after his funeral-rites are celebrated. 

“That we invite the members of the faculties and 
classes in our sister medical colleges in the city to 
join with us in attending the funeral-ceremonies. 

“And that a record of our present action be spread 
upon our minutes, be published in the medical and 
secular press of the city, and copies be sent by our 
secretary to the family of the deceased. 

“J. M. BoDINE, Chairman. 

“J. W. HOLLAND, Secretary.” 





“ He was a scholar, and a ripe and good one, 
Exceeding wise, fair spoken, and persuading.” 
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Gorrespondence. 


VISITS TO PHILADELPHIA CLINICS. 
No. 2. 
To the Editor of the Louisville Medical News: 

A boy fifteen years of age; has had chills 
and fever; last May he turned over in bed 
and a burning pain shot down the arm; 
since then he has had a great deal of pain 
in the arm; atrophy of flexor and extensor 
muscles ; can not open fingers; the pain is 
along the course of ulnar nerve; rotation is 
all right; no pain above the elbow; skin 
of forearm is changed; ridges on the nails, 
which grow irregularly. It is a rare case; 
probably the boy has neuritis chiefly of the 
ulnar nerve; this has caused trophic changes 
in the muscle. 

Treatment.—Blister along ulnar nerve, to 
be followed by free poulticing. 


lod. potas 
Simp. SYTUP....-csceceeee seceeeees zi3 
Water 

Ice applied in bladders, used either instead 
of the blisters or following the healing of 
the blister. For pain give an occasional 
hypodermic injection of morphia. 

A carpenter, aged thirty-five; pain in hip 
for five months over the seat of sciatic nerve ; 
pain shoots down the left leg; does not 
move the left as well as right leg; pain not 
constant; when exerts himself there is a 
numbness of leg; he thinks it came from 
an injury. It is sciatic neuritis. All sciati- 
cas are not due to neuritis, but may be 
simply neuralgic. When there is inflamma- 
tion blister ought to be used. Large doses 
of iodide potass. 20 gr. v. d. When one’ 
blister gives out use another. As a last re- 
sort, the red-hot iron. 

Joseph C., aged thirty-six; paralysis of 
left leg. This came on suddenly after being 
exposed to the wet. He can now stand on 
his foot, but has not the right use of his legs. 
About a year ago he was unconscious for five 
or ten minutes, and was not strong enough 
to go to work for three or four months. 
Sensation is much impaired in the left leg, 


and has a feeling of coldness. Electro- 
muscular sensibility is much impaired; can 
kick but feebly with left leg ; joints are not 
affected; no pain or tenderness along sciatic 
nerve; no local trouble the cause of the 
paralysis ; low down the spine there is ten- 
derness; no heart trouble, and no albuminu- 
ria; has a feeling of tension or pain around 
the abdomen; a constant desire to pass 
water. The difficulty is in the spinal cord. 
The fact that it is limited to lower limb 
points to spinal cord. It is a case of spinal 
congestion, approaching spinal meningitis. 

Prognosis.—He will recover of the present 
trouble. He is subject to nervous trouble, 
but some time he may have cerebral or spinal 
apoplexy. 

Treatment.—An acute case; local abstrac- 
tion of blood; 123 to be taken by cups at 
lower part of spine; cold applications fol- 
lowing; reducing spinal congestion, ergot 
and belladonna 20 TN fl. ex. ergot, to begin 
with, v. d., increased to 3j; rest as much as 
possible; unload portal circulation, giving 
occasionally a saline mixture, Rochelle salts 
3 ss. on alternate mornings. 

Young man, aged twenty-five ; eruption ; 
reduced by croton oil; was affected with 
phthisis, and was ordered oleum tiglii; it 
produced an eruption upon chest, penis, and 
scrotum; wherever he touched the parts the 
oil took effect, and it also purged him ve- 
hemently ; this is very rare ; bowels moved 
four or five times a night, and same number 
through the day. If the eruption annoys 
use benzo-oxide of zinc ointment. He is 
tubercular, and has had a cough for eight 
months; dullness at right apex; prolonged 
expiration ; slight dullness on left apex ; has 
not spit blood ; does not expectorate much ; 
had sweats, but they are now much modified 
by sulphuric acid gtt. 10 and com. tinct. 
cincho. 3j. t. d., cod-liver oil 3 ss. v. d. 


Charles J. D., aged 34; passed worms a 
year ago, one or two worms a day, and they 
have increased since that time ; passed only 
pieces of worms ; headache sometimes ; not 
sick at the stomach ; constipated ; appetite 
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excessive ; constant craving; thirst moder- 
ate; pain in the neighborhood of the um- 
bilicus ; cramp pain for a couple of hours 
every day; uneasy feeling in the stomach. 
A case of tape-worm. This man has more 
than the usual symptoms of tape-worm ; 
symptoms may be absent in such cases; 
tongue is not coated ; no attacks of giddi- 
ness; good eyesight; special senses are not 
affected ; no cough; his pulse is 96, and no 
heat of skin; tania solium ; comes away in 
segments. He is a butcher, and sometimes 
eats raw meat; this gives the probable origin 
of the tape-worm. 

Treatment.—Head of worm must be ex- 
pelled ; there may be three or four heads, 
one large tape-worm and other smaller ones. 
Begin with a dose of calomel, and follow 
with turpentine; give 5 gr. calomel at night, 
Io gtt. turpentine four times next day on 
sugar. After two days taking turpentine he 
may take pomegranate or 20 to 4o gtt. of 
eth. ext. male fern in milk. Kooso is an- 
other remedy, and it is the most certain— 
3j in one pint and a half of hot water, and 
simmer down to a pint; half to be taken 
one day and half another. Give almost 
nothing to eat. Kameela another remedy. 

Peter M., a little boy who was before the 
clinic with marked enlargement of spleen in 
September ; the enlarged spleen the result of 
malaria. There has been marked decrease 
of the size of the spleen. Dullness is an 
inch and a half below the ribs and three 
inches from the umbilicus. It is still en- 
larged, but greatly decreased. The quinia 
in 6 gr. doses was given for four days, and 
then was reduced to 2 gr. Dialysed iron 
was given gtt.5. Ergot gtt. 8 t. d. did the 
business. It is best to use it hypodermically, 
but can not use it so on children, because it 
scares them; so we will continue the ergot 
and stop the other medicines. 

A brother of the above boy, aged 12; he 
has outbreaks of fever, and has also an en- 
larged spleen. We determine the line of 
enlargement by percussion and by feeling 
the line of spleen. Dullness begins at upper 
margin of fifth rib, and extends to umbilicus, 


and almost down to the crest of ilium, within 
an inch of it; no dropsy; bowels are moved 
daily; urine has not been examined; will 
examine the blood. 

Treatment.—Give quinine gr. 4 early in 
morning, dialysed iron gtt. ro t. d., fl. ex. 
ergot 7} 15, to be increased in a few days to 
MM 20; might try it hypodermically in this 
case. 





Original. 


CASE OF GUNSHOT-WOUND OF ABDOMEN. 


BY T. J. TURPIN, M. D. 


On the 8th of November, 1877, I was sent 
for to see a negro boy, aged four years, who 
had been accidentally shot. On my arrival 
at the house, about an hour after the acci- 
dent, I found the child lying upon the bed, 
vomiting, pulse 140 and very weak. He was 
perfectly conscious, and did not seem to 
have much pain. The wound, produced by 
a “ Derringer” pistol-ball, was upon the left 
side of the body about midway between the 
twelfth rib and the crest of the ilium. I 
introduced a pocket-probe, and found that 
the ball had entered the abdominal cavity, 
ranging forward and downward. Not more 
than half an ounce of blood had been dis- 
charged, and there was no discharge of fecal 
matter. 

I gave a little whisky, and the patient 
reacted in a short time. I gave two grains 
Daver’s powder, and left some powders of 
the same to be given every four hours, or 
oftener if there was much pain. I left the 
house after telling the mother that there was 
almost no hope of recovery. 

During the evening there was an action 
on the bowels containing about an ounce 
of discolored blood. The urine was also 
evacuated, and was normal. 

The next day I heard that the child was 
dead; but four days afterward, on the 13th, 
the father called at my office for “some more 
powders,’’ and explained that the report of 
the child’s death was incorrect, and grew 
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out of the fact that another child had died 
in the neighborhood. 

I went down to see the child at once, 
and was met at the door by the patient in 
person, who said in reply to my question 
that he “was very well, thank you.’’ The 
wound had cicatrized, and there had been 
a natural action from the bowels every day 
without blood or pain. The mother stated 
that she had given the Dover’s powders for 
two days and nights (as long as they lasted), 
and that the child had not cried or com- 
plained of pain since the accident. 

I found upon examination that the abdo- 
men was still rather fuller than usual, and 
that there was some pain on pressure. The 
pulse was about go, and the mother stated 
that he had not had any fever. I have seen 
the child twice since, and he is entirely well. 

GAINESVILLE, FLA. 





Meviews. 


Hand-Book of the Practice of Medicine. By 
M. Cuarroris, M. D., Professor of Practice of 
Medicine, Anderson’s College, Glasgow; and Phy- 
sycian and Lecturer in Clinical Medicine, Glasgow 
Royal Infirmary. With illustrations. Philadel- 
phia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1878. For sale by 
John P. Morton & Co. 


A hand-book of three hundred pages, 
intended for medical students, giving, doubt- 
less, a fair insight into the average practice 
of physic to-day in Scotland. The descrip- 
tions of morbid phenomena are too brief 
and incomplete to convey to the beginner 
in medicine a clear idea of the diseases 
treated of, and the remarks on treatment 
are meagre and unsatisfactory. Prof. Char- 
toris advises tepid drinks in the “sweating 
stage of intermittent fever, to encourage the 
action of the skin.’’ ‘To encourage the ac- 
tion of the skin in this instance is an act of 
supererogation, and to compel the invalid 
who craves ice-water to drink lukewarm wa- 
ter is cruel. Prof. Chartoris says dengue is 
sometimes called “ break-down fever.” 
ly he is mistaken. 


Sure- 
Break-bone fever is one 


of its common names, and one it most 
thoroughly deserves, for verily the dengue 
patient feels as though his bones were broken 
or breaking. ‘“ Break-heart fever,’ a lady 
suffering from it said to Dr. Rush, “it ought 
to be called,’’ and this because of the ex- 
cessive depression of feeling often accompa- 
nying it. There is a rude and violent negro- 
dance, called a “ break-down,’’ or a “ hoe- 
down,’’ but we are confident “ break-down 
fever’’ is a term unknown outside of bonny 
Scotland. 

Prof. Smith says, speaking of the initial 
lesion of syphilis, it is characterized by 
‘hardness and induration.’’ It would be 
in keeping had he added, this induration 
and hardness diminishes and grows less as 
the disc improves and gets better, and finally 
in the end it disappears and goes away en- 
tirely. Describing the pain of gout, Prof. 
Chartoris uses this lucid language: ‘ Most 
severe and excruciating pain in the ball of 
the big toe, which is said to be similar ‘to 
gnawing at a bone from which they have 
already eaten all that could be got!’’’ In- 
fluenza, says Prof. Chartoris, is a term of 
Italian origin, “indicating something fluid 
or transient. Italians and lexicographers tell 
us it is the Italian word signifying influence. 

The author’s remarks on skin-diseases con- 
stitute the most imperfect part of a badly 
and hastily compiled book, whose birth 
was a blunder, and whose existence can do 
no good. L. P. Y., JR. 





Practical Gynecology. A Hand-book of the Dis- 
eases of Women. By HrEywoop Situ, M.A., 
M. D., Oxon. Member of the Royal College of 
Physicians, etc. With illustrations. Philadelphia: 
Lindsay & Blakiston. 1878. For sale by John P. 
Morton & Co. 

This is a systematically-arranged manual 
of the science of gynecology as understood 
by the author. It occupies less than two 
hundred small pages. Chapter I is devoted 
to the means of diagnosis. Chapter II treats 
of general diseases, embracing only syphilis, 
cancer, and phthisis. The eleven remaining 
chapters are given to local diseases, func- 
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tional diseases, diseases connected with 
pregnancy, diseases connected with partu- 
rition, diseases consequent on parturition, 
and the book cohcludes with an appendix 
of remedies embracing ten pages. In the 
preface the author says, “While I have writ- 
ten chiefly the result of considerable expe- 
rience at the Hospital for Women, where I 
have enjoyed for many years unusual advan- 
tages of observation of my father’s practice, 
who was one of the early pioneers in this 
subject,” etc. By the way, the early pioneer 
is the only variety of pioneer known in our 
country. This “old veteran” in gynecology, 
as the author might call his father, Prothroe 
Smith, of honored memory, deserves the 
credit of introducing the aspirator to the 
notice of English practitioners, says the son. 
The author believes syphilis wholly inerad- 
icable from the system when it has once 
taken root therein. For ovariotomy, says 
Dr. Smith, “the patient should be prepared 
by rest for a few days or weeks, by leeches 
and poulticing if there is any abdominal 
tenderness, or by venesection if there be 
any incompressibility of the pulse.’’ Such 
is not the custom of ovariotomists here in 
Kentucky, where the operation originated ; 
nor in the treatment of gonorrhea in the 
female do our gynecologists use nitrate of 
silver gr. 30 to 60 to the ounce of water, as 
is recommended by the author. In puer- 
peral fever, puerperal pelvic cellulitis, puer- 
peral metritis, and puerperal septiczmia, 
quinia in large doses is strongly recom- 
mended; and the author might truthfully 
have stated that quinia is the greatest of 
prophylactics as well as of curative agents 
in all the diseases peculiar to females, and 
that iron is its natural and indepensable ally. 
When gynecologists learn these most impor- 
tant facts we shall hear far less of the dread 
of puerperal diseases as well as of those in- 
cident to lactation. Dr. Smith is an ardent 
gynecologist of the mechanical school, look- 
ing upon gynecological troubles as chiefly 
local, and his book is likely to be well re- 
ceived by the mass of practitioners in this 
specialty. L. P. Y., JR. 


A Guide to Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 
By Rost. FARQUHARSON, M. D., Edin., F.R.C.P., 
Lond., Lecturer on Materia Medica at St. Mary’s 
Hospital Medical School. Enlarged and adapted 
to the United States Pharmacopeeia, by FRANK 
Wooppury, M. D., Member of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, Pa. Philadelphia: 
Henry C. Lea. 1877. 

A capital good book, closely packed with 
the latest accepted views on the physiolog- 
ical and therapeutical action of medicines. 
The corresponding effects of each article in 
health and disease are presented in parallel 
columns. The alphabetical arrangement of 
the remedies is adopted. In graduating the 
doses for children the American author com- 
mends as the most practical the method sug- 
gested by Prof. R. O. Cowling, as follows: 
“The proportionate dose for any age under 
adult life is represented by the number of 
the following birthday divided by twenty- 
four; thus, for one year, ;=,1,;; for five 
years, s°;=4, etc.’” Dr. Farquharson, com- 
menting on the effects of the age on the dose 
of medicine, states that arsenic, prussic acid, 
strychnia, belladonna, and tincture of iron 
are remarkably borne by children. He has 
given, with benefit, to a child of ten years 
suffering from incontinence of urine {1.3 ij 
of the tincture of belladonna. To a two- 
or three-year-old child he begins with 7 xx, 
and he prescribes 1x to a six-months-old 
infant. To children of five or six he admin- 
isters Vv. of Fowler’s solution, and pushes 
it to 7x. To children of the same age he 
gives dilute hydrocyanic acid yy j-iij; and to 
a girl of six he has given f1.3j of the tincture 
of iron thrice daily. He asserts that chil- 
dren require very large doses of purgative 
medicine. Dr, Farquharson’s book will re- 
pay perusal, and its inexpensiveness places 
it within the reach of all. L. P. Y., JR. 





The Detroit Lancet and Monthly Exponent of 
Rational Medicine. Editors: H. A. CLELAND, 
M.D., LEARTUS CONNER, M. D. 

The first number of this journal has just 
reached us; and if its subsequent issues are 
equal to its January number, it will deserve 
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the large patronage it is likely to receive. 
We have not the honor of a personal ac- 
quaintance with Dr. Cleland, but from his 
professional reputation we have no doubt 
he will prove himself in every way worthy 
of the responsible position he has assurned. 
Dr. Conner, widely known as an editor and 
teacher, and esteemed wherever he is known, 
is one of the most earnest and devoted 
friends of improvement in medical teaching 
in America, and is the permanent secretary 
of the American Medical School Associa- 
tion. We hope that in the pages of his 
journal he will do some good work for this 
association, which, if properly managed by 
the teachers, and earnestly encouraged by 
the press, is destined to be one of the most 
permanently useful of American institutions. 
Already its weight has been felt on the side 
of reform and progress, and already it has 
accomplished great good. 





State Regulation of Vice. By AARON POWELL. 
Wood & Holbrook, publishers, New York. 1878. 


The author points out the miserable fail- 
ure of all state legislation on this subject 
so far attempted ; denounces such legislation 
as unjust, oppressive, and unchristian; and 
advocates female suffrage; but suggests no 
practical solution of the great problem of 
prostitution. L. P. Y., JR. 





The American Journal of Obstetrics and Dis- 
eases of Women and Children. Edited by 
Pau. F. Munp£, M.D. New York: Wm. Wood 
& Co. 


This sterling journal has been added to 


our exchange-list. It is the best periodical 
of its kind published any where. 





Michigan Medical News. A Semi-monthly Jour- 
nal devoted to Practical Medicine. 

The first number of this new journal has 
reached us, and we cordially welcome it to 
our exchange-list. It has a large and strong 
editorial staff, and is certain to be conducted 
with wisdom and spirit. Its proprietors are 


confident of success, and in a state where 
the profession is so largely represented by 
reading and writing men as it is in Mich- 
igan state patronage alone is likely to be 
sufficient to secure its pronounced and per- 
manent success. Some of its editors are 
already well known as manly defenders of 
the true faith as held by the American Med- 
ical College Association, and the advent of 
the Michigan Medical News adds another 
engine of war against the evil-doing colleges 
which are disgracing medical teaching in 
America. 





The Electric Bath: Its Medical Uses, Effects, and 
Appliance. By Grorce M. Scuweic, M. D., 
Member, etc. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 


1877. 

This is a book of modest size, to which 
the term modest could not be applied in 
any other particular. It tells of the won- 
derful effects of passing currents of elec- 
tricity through the body while it is immersed 
in warm water, by which happy marriage of 
two “ pathies’’ the electro-balmological sys- 
tem is begotten. This system would inherit 
the prestige of both its derivatives, while it 
boasts exemption from the imperfections of 
either. Its admirer says that it is not so 
painful as the ordinary electrical applica- 
tion, nor does this warm bath ever produce 
the languor and depression following the 
use of unelectrified warm water. As it is 
very inconvenient, none but the specialist is 
likely to use it. We shall probably then 
never know the truth about it. Who does 
not know the warping effect of a special 
theraphy upon the judgment of its expo- 
nent? What common mortal can withstand 
the temptation to praise unduly his own pet 
remedy —to state the whole case adverse 
to his own theory? Here isan instance so 
fl:grant as to deserve attention for that rea- 
son only. 

The author at the close says he can not 
accuse himself of a lack of candor. Would 
that we could acquit him as easily of the 
charge of undue enthusiasm and a lack of 
scientific method—a charge which any cau- 
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tious reader will certainly make. In these 
set terms, without advancing his proof, he 
claims that the electric bath is a hypnotic, 
produces a pleasant sense of fatigue, en- 
hances the change of matter, is an imme- 
diate stimulus and tonic, improves the 
appetite, promotes digestion, opens the 
bowels, restores lost sexual powers, causes 
mental buoyancy, clears up the etiology of 
obscure diseases through the electro sensi- 
bility of the subject, is a general counter- 
irritant, the most potent equalizer of the 
circulation known to man, and hence the 
prophylactic “ par excellence.”’ 

A strolling quack who tarried with us last 
summer while profits did accrue was heard 
to diagnose all manner of ills and even la- 
tent tendencies by shocks sent through the 
hands. She proclaimed that one of her bat- 
teries used as a daily regimen would prevent 
all diseases, for “ electricity was the connect- 
ing link between mind and matter.’’ And 
now comes Dr. Schweig, saying that his 
bath, through its subtle powers over the 
sympathetic and “tonicising’’ effect on the 
superficial vessels, equalizes the circulation ; 
and further, “a remedy, then, which more 
than any other has a tendency to equalize 
the circulation, and thus counteract a con- 
dition which, as cause or effect, or both, is 
an almost universal concomitant of disease, 
and which, in addition to this, is so admi- 
rable and physiological a stimulant and 
tonic, can hardly be surpassed as a prophy- 
lactic by any other uncombined remedy.’’ 
To establish this as scientific truth would re- 
quire a mass of evidence, but Dr. Schweig’s 
faith shows not a trace for its base. If he 
is more honest than the itinerant hawker, 
his assertions are not more temperate nor 
his theories much more reliable. He is to 
blame if the medical public withholds its 
confidence, for a while at least, from the 
baths he advocates. - 

In any scientific inquiry—much more in 
dealing with a question about which there is 
so much superstitious ignorance—the earnest 
student should be skeptical in mind, pain- 
fully exact in observation, and slow to 


generalize. In this book we have brought 
before us a few facts unequally examined, 
no tests to make the theory sure, and, of 
course, vitiated conclusions. Our literature 
is flooded with this crude matter, which, 
while merely offensive to the critical, may 
be positively hurtful to the credulous and 
inexperienced reader. 

The factor always present in using elec- 
tricity, and which must be canceled before 
good conclusions as regards its physical ac- 
tion can be reached, is the imagination of 
the subject. It would be well to leave out, 
as far as possible, all testimony derived from 
such a variable source as his consciousness. 
Some of Dr. Schweig’s cases ought, in a 
strict classification, to be considered in that 
voluminous work on the “ Psychical effects 
of remedies new, strange, or complicated,’’ 
yet unwritten, but materials for which may 
be gathered in excess from every batch of 
journals that comes to us. 

It is a pity that medical writers should be 
so eager to print about the newest thing as 
to neglect to try their speculations by the 
varied experiments which the scientific world 
in other departments inexorably demands. If 
these abuses were reformed at their beginning 
in the periodicals by editorial censorship, we 
might then be spared advice like this from 
the more pretentious book: “ The first five 
minutes of the bath may be occupied by a 
general galvanic current of medium inten- 
sity, descending where the patient is of an 
irritable, ascending where of a phlegmatic 
temperament.” J. W. H. 


WMliscellany. 


THE SIEGE oF NASHVILLE.—Our attack 
upon the Nashville Medical College has 
caused considerable commotion in the 
Tennessee capital. After our first issue 
bearing upon the subject a meeting of the 
students was held, and sundry notes were 
addressed to us by several of the professors 
implicated. Upon the appearance of our 
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second we imagine the legislature was con- 
vened; and possibly after this one is read 
the militia will be called out. There is evi- 
dently a feeling of insecurity to life, if not 
to property, in Tennessee. The majority of 
the press, profession, and people in Nash- 
ville are with us. One newspaper, however 
(the “American’’), is decidedly against us, 
and devotes quite a lengthy editorial to the 
criticism of our remarks. It says, among 
other things, that our action was prompted 
by fears of Nashville—which we fear we 
can not disprove to its satisfaction—and yet 
notes the impertinence in our calm assump- 
tion for Louisville of an intellectual supe- 
riority over our sister city. We were not 
conscious of having done this, and rather 
imagine that the editor must have met with 
it in fields not medical. It hopes the Uni- 
versity of Nashville will be too chivalrous 
to accept the alliance we have offered; and 
that, too, when the Nashville College has 
entered the lists against it in a spirit which 
would not in trade be recognized as proper. 
It hints at law-suits—which we would be 
happy to answer—and of course asserts that 
we are in the service of the University of 
Louisville. Might we not fairly retort that, 
seeing in its columns as we do the flaring 
advertisement of one A. Blatz, M. D., who 
runs an eye-repairing shop in Nashville, and 
who is at the same time a professor in the 
Nashville College, that the editor of the 
“American’’ is actuated by pecuniary in- 
terest in the stand he has taken? But we 


will do no such thing. The fact is, we have , 


proper evidence that the “American’’ ed- 
itor who defends the Nashville College is 
altogether a very proper person—a brave 
soldier, a genial companion, a man thor- 
oughly cognizant of the world, and, as we 
see for ourselves, a graceful writer (we trust 
he will not think we are trying to capture 
him with flattery), and has a very good mo- 
tive in defending the Nashville College, in 
whose faculty he has a brother. We fully 
appreciate the fraternal love which prompts 
him to his action. We quite agree with him 
that we have used far heavier metal than on 


our own showing the exigencies of the case 
demanded; but the mention of a diploma- 
mill excites us beyond bounds, and doctors 
think much of their affairs. Let him calmly 
view the matter, and examine into the nature 
of the business which the Nashville College 
proposes to conduct, and we feel assured 
that his advice will be that no member of 
his family should engage in it. Especially 
will this be the case when he casts his eye 
over the subjoined communications (our only 
revenge is in publishing them), which must 
have been the result of peculiar companion- 
ships. One thing is certain—he will beg his 
brother in future to allow him first to ex- 
amine any writing he may think of making 
public. 


“‘ LLENDERSONVILLE SUMNER COUNTY TENN. \ 
“ Thursday Jan’y 31st 1878. 


‘*GENTLEMEN: As you sometimes publish both 
orignal and sELECTed matter in the Lozdsvil/e Medi- 
cal News, the within address, that I had the honor of 
delivering to the Class of the NASHVILLE MEDICAL 
COLLEGE, at 1-30 P. M., this 31st day of Jan’y. 1878., 
is respectfully submitted. Should you publish it, 
please forward per express—C. O. D to this place, 
(10) ten copies of the “ Mews” for 

“ Yo’r most ob’t serv’t 
“ DEERING J. ROBERTS 
“ Professor of Physiology 
“ Nashville Med. College. 
“To 
“drs. Cowling & Yandell JR 
** Eds. Louisville Med. News, 
* Louisville 
“ Ky.” 


“* Gentlemen of the Class of the Nashville Medical 

College : 

“In regard to the scurrilous attack on this Institu- 
tion, published in last week’s issue of the “ Louisville 
Medical News,” I would merely state that I feel like 
the man who was kicked by a Jackass—I consider 
the source. The idea of the publishers of a periodi- 
cal that ranks not higher in Afedicine, than does the 
yellow-covered dime novels in Literature, attempting 
to ostracise an Institution, both Faculty and Class, 
like this! 

“R. O. Cowling, and Lunsford P. Yandell JR! 
«“ Arcades Ambo”—* Par nobile fratrem!’”’ “ Verily 
upon what meat doth this our Caesar feed that he 
hath grown so great?’? Who constituted them the 
curators in particular and the conservators in general 
of the Medical interests of the Great South West? 
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To talk of branding, forsooth. The idea, emanating 
from men, who would not be permitted by the smaller 
stock-growers of the “Blue Grass,” to perform the 
surgical operation of branding their mules before 
sending them to market. 

‘««‘They will publish the names of both Faculty and 
Class.’ Well, we could submit to that, if we were 
assured that the same means would be used to get 
their publication into decent society, as was exercised 
in connection with their last week’s issue. 

“The great lion being dead, the Jackals howl. 
These men would cast a stigma upon an Institution, 
in whose founding was exerted the talents and energy 
of the late illustrious Paul F. Eve. He, who has 
been fitly styled the “‘ American Dupuytren.” “Le 
roi est mort—vive le roi” 


His fame too bright his name too high 
To be assailed by such small fry,* 


while here upon earth. But the Jackals will live to 
see that his name still lives, and that this Institution 
is too securely founded to be assailed by yelping curs.” 


THE ACTION OF SALICYLIC ACID AND ITS 
SALTs IN TypHus.—Dr. Jahn, in his Hospital 
Report, makes the following points as to 
the action of salicylic acid and its salts in 
typhus: 

1. In vigorous and juvenile persons, es- 
pecially male, the salicylic acid seems to 
exercise a specially benign influence in 
typhus. 

2. The indirect consequence of its anti- 
pyretic effect is the rapid disappearance of 
cerebral disturbance; the patient realizes 
the desire for drink and food; is able to 
satisfy this desire independently ; he is aware 
of the necessity of changing his dembitus, by 
which bed-sores are avoided. 

3. Salicylic acid seems to possess a direct 
influence upon the digestive apparatus. Diar- 
rhea was never observed to be produced by 
it. Pre-existing diarrhea disappeared in the 
first days of its administration. The tongue 
regains its moist condition with the return 
of appetite. 

4. The consequence of this is that the 
patients do not waste as much, convales- 
cence is hastened, and fitness for service 
sooner restored. 

5. Large and frequent doses of salicylic 


* Like a diamond in the sky.—[Eps. News. 


acid seem to give rise to irritation of the 
respiratory passages; whether inflammatory 
conditions are produced, remains to be 
proven. 

6. Salicylate of soda in large doses and 
frequently administered has precisely the 
same antipyretic and curative effect upon the 
typhoid process as the pure acid has; but 
the effect is more rapid, owing to its more 
rapid assimilation ; it is likewise more tran- 
sitory. 

7. Salicylate of soda is so far preferable 
to the pure acid in that it does not irritate 
the respiratory passages or aggravate that 
already existing, so as to permit the admin- 
istration of twenty or more doses of five 
grammes each without interruption. 

8. In neither of the two modes of ad- 
ministration were any disturbing secondary 
effects observed worth noticing. 

9g. Against those advantages just men- 
tioned it must be stated that the liability to 
epistaxis in typhoid conditions is very much 
favored by both preparations, the hemor- 
rhages being frequently so profuse that 
prompt resort to the tampon seemed to be 
demanded. 

10. The liability to intestinal hemorrhages 
seemed, on the other hand, to be diminished, 
or rather altogether removed, provided the 
patient is put under the influence of the 
remedy early enough. 

11. Notwithstanding the high price of the 
soda salt, it claims the preference, it being 
after all the cheapest, most convenient, and 
agreeable to the taste. 

12. In order to prevent the great trans- 
portability of the infection, enhanced so 
much by the increased perspiration, it is 
recommended to administer a warm bath 
after the perspiration has ceased—-a measure 
which commends itself for mere cleanliness. 

13. Relapses seem not to be prevented by 
the treatment with salicylic acid. They are 
of particularly frequent occurrence in such 
cases in which the pyretic stage was effect- 
ually influenced and shortened by the acid, 
and the convalescence apparently rapid. For 
this reason it may be advisable to continue 
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the administration of the remedy in small 
doses during convalescence. 


A PaLpaBLe Hit.—The Virginia Medical 
Monthly, in endeavoring to impart to its 
grandmother skill in egg-suction, gets the 
following rap from the Richmond and Lou- 
isville Medical Journal : 


“THE VIRGINIA MEDICAL MONTHLY ON EpiITo- 
RIAL CouRTESY.—This journal has in its December 
issue the following excellent remarks upon the subject 
of editorial courtesy: ‘Do our exchanges ever con- 
sider that in cultivating pleasant relations between 
the respective editors, and in discussing opposing 
views without venom, but with a regard for the usual 
courtesies of society, they are better serving the inter- 
ests and wishes of the profession? By setting the 
example ourselves of discussing opposing convictions 
of right without personalities, and without harshness, 
we would be helping the profession at large to be- 
come more a unit—more of a brotherhood. As it is, 
doctors, who should have the Christian graces more 
highly developed by the nature of their calling than 
other people, on becoming editors too often think it 
their duty to show a combative spirit, and sometimes 
even become causelessly insulting. We are aware 
that there is something in human character that ex- 
cites opposition to any attack. Knowing this, if we 
have a principle at stake, is it not better to resort to 
persuasive arguments than to create animosity by bit- 
ter denunciations of the parties who hold contrary 
views?’ No language could inculcate a better les- 
son, and no one who reads these sentiments can fail 
to be impressed by them. Indeed, the author of them 
illustrates what he has said in the following words: 
‘The Richmond and Louisville Medical Journal al- 
ways comes with good scientific contributions and 
very valuable selections. In these respects—the true 
purpose of medical journalism—it can not be ex- 
celled. But its editorial department is too often in 
a squabble with somebody. No one beyond the par- 
ties interested care(s) for personalities in a scientific 
journal.” This last statement the editor of that 
journal frankly acknowledges to be partly true, 
though with the admission that there has been at 
times much to provoke such a manifestation of ob- 
jectionable feeling. But just as he was in this de- 
lightful and really beneficial frame of mind, imagine 
the shock created by his reading on the very same 
evangelical page of the Virginia Medical Monthly 
this startling and frightful language: ‘So much of 
the above sentefhce (quoting a sentence from the Hos- 
pital "Gazette and Archives of Clinical Surgery of 
NewS York.—E. S. G.) as in any way impugns the 
motives of the Virginia Monthly, is an unprovoked 
and unmitigated slander and an infamous falsehood.’ 


“Can any one imagine what has been the effect of 
such language upon the minds of the readers of the 
Virginia Medical Monthly? How unfortunate that 
it should be read just as they had been admiring 
those well-conceived and well-expressed thoughts 
upon the evangelical duty resting upon the editors of 
journals, as well upon all others, of cultivating ‘the 
Christian graces’ and a regard ‘for the courtesies of 
society!’ It is impossible to imagine a sweeter 
dream more rudely broken.” 


We score one for our home contemporary. 
One had better be prepared with heavy 
metal when he proposes to bombard the 
Richmond and Louisville Journal or Ameri- 
can Bi-Weekly. 


A JoLLy OLD SMOKER.—That smoking is 
a very slow poison has received many con- 
firmations, but not often with such conclu- 
sive evidence as is furnished by the fol- 
lowing anecdote, which we cull from the 
recently-published Dutch experiences of M. 
de Amici, an Italian. Van Klaes, says our 
author, nicknamed “ The Great Pipe,’’ hav- 
ing enriched himself in the Indies, took the 
fancy, upon his return, to open in his house 
a museum containing specimens of all the 
pipes ever smoked in the world. Visitors to 
the museum were supplied with catalogues 
bound in velvet, and departed with pock- 
ets filled with cigars. Van Klaes himself 
smoked nearly five ounces a day. Since 
his eighteenth year he had consumed more 
than 9,600 pounds. When he felt his end 
approaching he said to his notary, a con- 
genial spirit: “Let us fill our pipes; I shall 
soon die.’’ He willed that all the smokers 
in the country should attend his funeral; 
that they should smoke during the cere- 
mony, and drop the ashes from their pipes 
upon his coffin. Upon these conditions he 
bequeathed them all his pipes and tobacco. 
He departed this life in his ninety-eighth 
year, commanding his cook, who hated the 
smell of tobacco, to smoke a cigarette in 
his honor; -and ordering that a pipe, some 
canister, and some corporal tobacco should 
be inclosed in his coffin. “Who knows,” 
said he, “what may happen.’’—Chemist and 
Druggist. 
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WE trust it was bad grammar, and not 
bad manners, which made the Boston Jour- 
nal of Medicine bow Dr. Cowling out of 
the NEws. 


SALICYLIC AciID.—Salicylic acid has not 
been very much used, and not at all (in 
Hartford Hospital) except in acute articu- 
lar rheumatism, where it has yielded very 
marked results in a few cases. In one case 
the patient was brought in on a stretcher, 
unable to move a muscle, with the joints 
much swollen, and suffering most acute pain. 
The temperature was 1034. He was given 
twenty grains each of salicylic acid and bi- 
carbonate of soda every two hours. The 
pain was relieved in a few hours. The next 
day he was able to turn over in bed, the 
second to walk, and was discharged, well 
enough to go home, upon the fourth day. 
The acid was continued two days.— Boston 
Med. and Surg. Jour. 


Dr. J. Bunion, “ physician to the county 
hospital for contagious diseases,” is the pro- 
fessor of obstetrics in the Nashville College, 
and attends to the ladies. Gentlemen in 
their confinement are waited upon by five 
other members of the faculty. 


A coop Law.—The French have passed 
the following law: “ Every person who may 
be condemned by the police twice for the 
crime of open drunkenness will be held 
incapable of voting, of elective eligibility, 
and of being named for the jury or any 
public office.’’ 


THE TANICIDAL PRINCIPLE OF THE Pump- 
KIN-SEED.—The resinous mass in the outer 
layer of the fourth or innermost coat of the 
pumpkin-seed is, according to Heckel, the 
active tznicidal principle, and not, as has 
been supposed, the fatty oil residing in the 
cotyledons. Owing to the absence of this 
papyraceous membrane, which alone con- 
tains the resin in other cucurbitaceous seeds, 
these latter are inert. At the same time it 
is shown that even active seeds become inert 


when they are blanched in a fresh state, as 
ail the coats are thereby removed. — Year- 
Book of Pharm. 


THE students of the Nashville Medical 
College have held a meeting and resolved 
that they were respectable. What action 
the convicts in the Tennessee Penitentiary 
have taken in the premises has not yet 
transpired. 


FLAX-SEED is frequently mixed with for- 
eign matter, as sand, cruciferous seeds, etc., 
which is especially the case with foreign 
samples, so much so that foreign-crushed 
linseed ought not to be used for making 
poultices, as the irritant volatile oil devel- 
oped from the foreign seeds may be pro- 
ductive of considerable irritation to the part 
where the poultice is applied.— Pharmacist. 


Ir must have been a mistake of the printer 
which made the Nashville College catalogue 
say, when speaking of the excellence of its 
class, that it contained the cracksmen of 
Tennessee. 


THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS. ° 
—The address of Dr. Paul F. Eve, of Nash- 
ville, upon Surgery, that of Dr. Toner, of 
Washington, upon Medical Biography, and 
the admirable discourse of Dr. Parvin, of 
Indiana, upon Obstetrics, reveal a host of 
names eminent in their respective depart- 
ments; as do also the addresses of Dr. Yan- 
dell, of Kentucky, on Medical Literature, 
and of Dr. Chaillé, of University of Louis- 
iana, upon Medical Jurisprudence.—Aoston 
Med. and Surg. Jour. 


A Sorry Joke.—When the Nashville Col- 
lege reports that it has control of eleven 
hundred cases of labor, students need not 
expect to find it in possession of any unusual 
obstetrical advantages. The labor referred 
to is of another kind. 


SHop-TALK—The Nashville College speak- 
ing of “institutions of this stripe.”’ 
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FoREIGN Bopy IMBEDDED IN THE BASE OF 
THE TONGUE.—Dr. Knight lately showed, at 
a meeting of the Boston Society for Mutual 
Improvement, a very minute sliver of a fish- 
bone which he had removed from a gentle- 
man’s throat. This was so small that it was 
with great difficulty discovered, but during 
phonation it was perceived imbedded at the 
base of the tongue and projecting into the 
right vallecula. 


INFECTION IN THE LAUNDRY.—At Green- 
ock, on Saturday, a woman was fined ten 
shillings, with the alternative of five days’ 
imprisonment, for having sent to be washed 
in a public wash-house blankets infected 
with disease. Three persons were admon- 
ished for not having reported to the Sani- 
tary Authority the presence of scarlet fever 
and measles in their houses.—British Med. 


Jour. 


INFLATION of the urethra, either by in- 
jecting a solution of carbonate of sodium, 
followed by one of tartaric acid, or else by 
means of a Politzer’s bag, has been success- 
fully used as an aid to catheterism in ure- 
thral stricture.—PAila. Med. Times. 


THE best local anesthetic for dental op- 
erations is said to be the extract of euca- 
lyptus. Apply one drop on cotton to the 
sensitive dentine just before excavating.— 
Boston Med. and Surg. Jour. 


Dr. JURECKI, who was killed before Kars, 
is the only Russian surgeon who has fallen 
in the present war. Ugrinmow, a surgeon 
of the Bulgarian contingent, was wounded 
at Shipka. 


A FIBRO-CYsTIC tumor of the uterus cured 
by ergot is reported in the Boston Medical 
and Surgical Journal. The ergot was given 
in half-drachm doses thrice daily. 


THE clinics of the Nashville College are 
reported by R. Tichbourne, jr., Esq., a short- 
hair writer. 


Selections. 


Strychnine as an Expectorant.—In this season 
of bronchitis it may be practically useful for your 
readers to know the great utility of strychnine as a 
true expectorant by its action upon the respiratory 
center. Like ammonia, it does not act upon the mu- 
cous lining of the air-tubes, but upon the nervous 
centers of the respiration. The experiments of Pro- 
kop, Rokitansky, and others with this agent show 
that it has a decided action in stimulating the respi- 
ration by acting upon the respiratory center in the 
medulla oblongata. Ammonia acts in the same 
manner. Ammonia is commonly added to cough- 
mixtures for its stimulant expectorant effect. It en- 
ables the patient to respire more perfectly, and so to 
expectorate the phlegm more effectually. This is of 
the utmost importance in bronchitis when the stage 
of free secretion is reached and the air-tubes are full 
of mucus and the patient is in danger of choking. 
Here the battle lies betwixt the powers of the patient 
and impending exhaustion. The ordinary mixture 
of carbonate of ammonium, spirits of chloroform, and 
senega is very useful; and some tincture of squill will 
be found a useful addition. But increasing clinical 
experience of strychnine leads the writer to the con- 
clusion that of all agents which exercise a stimulant 
effect upon the nervous mechanism of the respiration 
strychnia is one of the most potent and useful. Strych- 
nia acts powerfully upon the expiratory part of the 
respiratory act, and kills, by producing spasm of the 
muscles connected with expiration. It is very useful, 
then, when expiratory efforts are required for the ex- 
pulsion of mucus gathered in the air-tubes. In chronic 
bronchitis, with emphysema, it is of great service, and 
in the dyspnoea connected with advanced Bright’s dis- 
ease it is very efficacious. It produces good effects 
when given alone, and is a useful addition to ordi- 
nary cough-mixtures. A combination of carbonate 
of ammonium, tincture of nux vomica, and tincture 
of squill is a most excellent mixture for patients suf- 
fering from dyspnoea, and generally procures them 
“ more breath,”’ as they phrase it. 

One of the most important matters connected with 
such use of strychnia is its relation to sleep. In many 
of these cases sleeplessness is a prominent factor; and 
sleep can be procured only bya narcotic. But while 
the narcotic acts upon the nervous system generally, 
it also acts upon the respiration, probably at its center 
in the medulla, and the patients are apt to wake up 
with an attack of dyspncea. A series of cases has 
demonstrated that by the use of strychnia the respi- 
ration is so improved that the patient can go to sleep 
without the narcotic, and, more than that, sleep fairly 
well, and be quite free from attacks of breathlessness, 
which awaken the patient and cause him to add vol- 
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untary respiratory efforts to the automatic act of respi- 
ration. By resort to strychnine these cases can be 
much relieved. Ina case seen recently of complex 
lung and heart mischief, to which was added chronic 
chloral poisoning, the good effects of strychnia were 
very marked. The patient was almost at once re- 
lieved from the attacks of dyspnoea in the middle of 
the night, to which he had long been subject. By 
the use of strychnia during the day, a narcotic pill at 
bedtime is often deprived of its tendency to produce 
nocturnal dyspnoea; and strychnia may be usefully 
prescribed in cases of shortness of breath, where there 
has been also long indulgence in hypnotics, There 
is no such thing in this world as unalloyed good, and 
strychnia, so used, sometimes acts so powerfully upon 
the bladder-centers and produces such irritation there 
as to necessitate its discontinuance. But this is not 
the rule, by any means.— ¥. Milner Fothergill’s Let- 
ter in Philadelphia Medical Times. 


Variole Anomalze.—Dr. Collie read a paper 
before the Epidemiological Society, entitled “ Variolz 
Anomale”’ (Sydenham), with suggestions and reflec- 
tions. He began by stating the object of his paper 
to be “to notice some points in which the recent 
epidemics resemble the great epidemics of the past; 
to call attention to the inefficiency of the existing 
vaccination law, and the grave dangers Which may 
be incurred if this inefficiency be permitted to con- 
tinue.” After giving details of two cases of hemor- 
rhagic small-pox, one following an attack of scarlet 
fever, the other an attack of enteric fever, in both of 
which death took place suddenly and without any 
warning, he went on to show how closely such cases 
resemble the accounts of the black death of the mid- 
dle ages, as given by Vinario and others. To his 
mind there was no doubt that black small-pox and 
black death were identical; and he further thought 
that black small-pox formed the chief part of the 
plague of Athens, so graphically described by Thu- 
cydides. In recent epidemics, as well as in the 
present one, there had been a large and increasing 
proportion of black cases, and should vaccination be 
neglected Dr. Collie thought that small-pox might 
again assume its medizval virulence. He stated that 
black small-pox occurs invariably in unvaccinated 
persons or in persons who have not been re-vaccinated 
since fifteen. He then gave the history of a case of 
what appeared to be, from the gruption, mild small- 
pox. The patient, aged twenty-one, had two good 
vaccination marks. Death occurred an hour after 
admission. The fost-mortem examination showed 
that the anterior part of the corpus striatum and the 
whole of the right hemisphere were plowed up with 
blood. So far as he knew, this was the first case of 
the kind on record. Then followed a case of con- 
fluent small-pox, with extensive hemorrhage into the 


vessicles, in a female aged sixty, with no evidence of 
vaccination, in which, contrary to expectation, re- 
covery took place. With regard to the compulsory 
vaccination laws, he thought that compulsory laws, 
which are practically not compulsory, were ridic- 
ulous, and that as regards vaccination such laws 
served to retard, rather than to advance, its progress, 
Dr. Collie concluded by saying that no vaccination 
can be held to be efficient which did not include 
re-vaccination about puberty; and that vaccination 
should be the business of the state, and be performed 
by specially-trained state-officers—private practition- 
ers, except in exceptional circumstances, being inter- 
dicted from vaccinating. —Brit. Med. Four. 


Calomel as a Medicine.—Dr. Lanchester, in 
the Southeastern Branch, East Surrey District, Med- 
ical Society, in some remarks on calomel as a medi- 
cine, after stating that fashion had been against 
calomel of late, remarked that its evils had been 
exaggerated, and, in attempting to do without it, we 
were depriving ourselves of an useful medicine. 
Calomel was spoken of as an alterative, but its best 
known effect was purgative. As a cholagogue, there 
was no increase of bile or stimulation of liver; and 
the bile, after its use, was due to rapid action pre- 
venting the ordinary changes of bile in the colon, 
As an antiphlogistic, he contrasted Sir T, Watson’s 
“ sheet-anchor in inflammations”? with Mr. Holmes’s 
‘no power to resist inflammation, but induces ca- 
chexia, which prevents adhesive formations.” Calo- 
mel was diaphoretic, diuretic, and sedative; useful 
as a purgative in children from small dose and free- 
dom from color or smell. He found it very useful 
in gastric catarrh, with rapid pulse and rise of tem- 
perature; in dentition, with confined bowels; con- 
vulsions, with throbbing fontanelle; and in croup; 
and, with other aperients, in worms. In adult life it 
gave great relief in sluggish liver, in gouty persons, 
in cases simulating puerperal fever, urgent sickness 
in peritonitis, in red and cedematous throat. In con- 
gestion of the liver he advocated its use as a conven- 
ient purgative, not continued. In acute gout and 
rheumatism he gave a full dose at the commencement. 
In syphilis, he gave a course of mercury, and in 
this way it was stated to be a means of warding off 
megrim. He relied upon the drug principally for 
occasional use, but was loth to practice the continued 
use of a medicine which was not a natural constitu- 
ent of the blood.— Brit. Med. Four. 


The Forceps in Midwifery.—Mr. Rigden read 
a report, in the Southeastern Branch Medical Society, 
of the last two hundred obstetric forceps cases that 
had occurred in his practice during the last eighteen 
years—the proportion being about seven per cent of 
the total number of labors. The forceps cases had 
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been generally those in which there was either con- 
siderable inertia or marked disproportion, and yet 
there had been no maternal death, and but nine still- 
births. He advocated the more frequent use of the 
forceps than was generally taught, the object being to 
assist, and not, as some practitioners imagined, to 
interfere with nature. His experience had taught 
him that the dangers of the forceps were not in its 
early use where there were no contraindicating cir- 
cumstances, but in the delay in its application, as the 
operation certainly prevented much additional suffer- 
ing and anxiety to the mother, and was a preservative 
of the life of the infant. His practice was to make 
as little ceremony as possible about its application ; 
generally to have the forceps with him if likely to 
require it, and to inform the patient that there was no 
danger in its careful employment. He deprecated 
the delay as well as the alarm caused to the patient 
and her friends by calling in further advice, or by 
making much ceremony about the application. He 
believed that obstetric practitioners are now much 
more than formerly in the practice of using the for- 
ceps; and his object in bringing the subject before 
the meeting was to instill more confidence in its em- 
ployment. 

Dr. Lewis thought that the use of the forceps once 
in fifteen cases was unnecessary, and that the inter- 
ference was excessive. 

Dr. Bowles was of opinion that the forceps was 
more frequently used at the present day than it was a 
few years ago; and that this earlier and increased 
use of the forceps was justified by experience. 

The general feeling of the meeting coincided with 
this view.— Brit. Med. Four. 


Dialysed Iron in Arsenical Poisoning.—The 
administration of dialysed iron as an antidote for 
arsenical poisoning should be followed immediately 
by a teaspoonful or more of common salt, thus in- 
suring the formation of the ferric hydrate and the 
consequent neutralization of the poison. This should 
at once be followed by an emetic, as the action of 
the ferric hydrate on the arsenic is not to coagulate 
it, but to form a perfectly definite chemical salt known 
as the arsenite of iron (ferric arsenite), which, though 
practically insoluble, is far from being harmless.— 
R. V. Mattison, Ph. G., in Phila. Med. Times. 


Calabar-bean in Apinoca.— Some physicians 
recommend it in the dyspnoea of emphysema, its 
success in which is explained by its improving the 
atonic condition of the muscular tissue in the walls 
of the bronchi. It is said to act well in attacks of 
mania accompanied by cerebral hyperemia. Applied 
to the conjunctiva, it is used in ophthalmic medicine, 
e. g. in paralysis of accommodation.— Binz. 


Hysteria in Male.—Dr. Bolles reported the fol- 
lowing case: A young man was suddenly attacked 
with almost complete (hysterical) coma, and was 
found in that condition in bed one morning, occa- 
sionally sobbing, but not responding to any ques- 
tions, nor to pricking, pinching, or touching the con- 
junctiva. Pulse varied from 100 to 120; temperature 
100%°. There was free perspiration. He passed 
urine of a light color in large quantities. He im- 
proved a little upon the next day, but subsequently 
relapsed, and remained so for four days. The attack 
was brought on by some “ amatory misunderstand- 
ing,”’ and subsided immediately upon reconciliation 
taking place, leaving a condition of exhaustion for 
several weeks.—From Proceedings of Boston Society 
Sor Medical Observation, in Boston Med. and Surg. 


Four. 


Bloodletting in Puerperal Convulsions.—Dr. 
C. E. Stedman said he had bled in two out of five 
cases of puerperal convulsions seen last summer, in 
both of which were headache, a full, hard pulse, and 
albumen and ‘casts in the urine. 
in each case. 


Recovery followed 
A patient suffering from pneumonia 
attended with orthopnoea and lividity, seemingly al- 
most moribund, was bled to the extent of sixteen 
ounces, and expressed relief as soon as the blood 
began to flow. The next day he was out of danger. 
—lbid. 


Butylchloral (until guite recently erroneously 
termed Croton Chloral).—Its first effect is to pro- 
duce anesthesia of the head, the rest of the body 
retaining its sensibility. This stage is followed by 
loss of function in the spinal cord, as evidenced by 
the general cessation of reflex irritability. The res- 
pirations and pulse remain unaffected. Still larger 
doses paralyze the medulla oblongata. Butylchloral, 
therefore, possesses the property of deeply narcotiz- 
ing the brain without materially affecting the func- 
tions of the rest of the organism. Chloroform and 
chloral, on the other hand, cause general anesthesia 
concurrently with deep cerebral narcosis, and hence 
are much more likely to cause injury to the respira- 
tions and the heart than the butylchloral. For rea- 
sons based upon other experiments and observations 
it has been recently denied that butylchloral really 
has these advantages.—Sinz. 


Effect of Strychnia on Vision and Lactation. 
Strychnia improves the acuteness of the healthy eye, 
and somewhat increases its area of vision for blue 
and red, but not for white. It has been lately shown 
that strychnia, by increasing the arterial pressure, in- 
creases the secretion of the mammary gland in some 
cases as much as fifteen fold.—Jdid. 





